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Now. 33° February 15, 1954 
CHRISTIAN AUDIO-VISUAL CENTER GROUND-BREAKING 


With the news from RAVEMMCO that $62,950 of the needed $75,000 
had been pledged by mission boards the last obstacle to beginning the 
projected two-story Christian Audio-visual Center in Tokyo was cleared 
away. Ground adjoining Aoyama Gakuin has been provided by that Christian 
school which in return will receive the use free of one large room in the 
building. Blueprints are ready and negotiations with contractors have 
been begun. 


Ground-breaking ceremonies are now scheduled to be held at the lot 
On March 24 at 12:30 p.m. Representative leaders of the Kyodan(Church of 
Cnr@stean Vapan), Lutheran Church, Episcopalian Church and others will 
participate. The building will require about six months to complete. 


The purpose of this new center will be to serve all the Christian 
churches and organizations of Japar. in the various areas of audio-visual. 
aids and mass communications. The present work cf AVACO will be continued 
On an enlarged basis but special emphasis will be put on the training of 
Christian leaders in radio, TV, and audio-visual aids through workshops 
me and classes. This program will be carried out in cooperation with Aoyama 
MeeGakuin and other Christian schools and organ:zations. 


In the center there will be a large studio auditoriums, thirty-four by 
}forty-five feet, suitable for radio or TV programs requiring an audierce, 
* or for workshops, conferences or film-viewing. In addition, there will 
be two smaller studios for making records, recording of radio broadcasts 
Or for direct broadcasting through any Tokyo station by remote. 


There is also space provided for committee meetings or smaller 
consultations, the film rental library, offices, and adequate work space 
for the production of films, film strips, records, kamishibai(the Japance 
picture stories), etc. . 


From this center the Audio-visual Aids Committee will contirue to reacr 
out through all Japan, holding workshops in various areas sending radio 
eeorrans to key stations, and filns and film strips to all parts of the 
country. AVACO leaders will also be lecturing on A-V aids at Acyama and 
other schools. ; 


*AVACO PLANS AHEAD van 


Meacdesarom the A-V Center and its regular propram the Audio-visual. 
Peeeweonmicsion has planned the following curing the rest of this year: 
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1. To produce serveral films in black and white ang color on various 
Bible stories. The first of these, shot on February 13 in black and white, 
Mis an experimental film on the parable of the soils, and is a filming of 
“he story as told through the “#banashi", a distinctive Japanese story- 
elling device akin to the flannel-graph. A special committee is at work 
planning these films. 
5. pee te publish 4 book of Christian plays for churches and schools. 

3. To conduct a three month training course Rote Cav i Gecees our ot 
pactresses and writers beginning from Boral, 

. 4h. A Film Evaluation Committee has been set up to evaluate Japaness 
land foreign films, film strips and slides which will meet monthly. 

q 5. A special committee has been set up to prepare filmstrips and 
Ikamishibai on the history of Christianity in Japan in preparation for the 
'Gentenary Celebration of the 100th year of Christian evangelism in Japan 
to be held in 1959. 

; 6. To publish a quarterly magazine on audio-visual aids in Japanese 
'to begin publication in Aprii. 


YOUTH LEADERS CONFER AT KATASE JAN. 26-25 

3 A national “Youth Week" will be observed from: May 23230 as a result 
of plans made at the Katase Conference of the NCC Youth Commission and 
representatives of the NCC member denominations. The theme of the Youts 
| Week will be the same as that of the Evanston Conference: TWhrist 7 sche 
Hope of the World", but each denomination will plan its own progra. 

ee 
, Plans to hold summer work camps were also made at the conference which 
was attended by about 35 representatives. There wilt be 3 invernationas 


Work Camps, 3 Work Camps for High school girls and boys, and 2 Youth 
1 errs.) ae 


_ Caravans. The Caravans will last several weeks each, and wil 

over the country while the members preach, confer with church youth ana 
messi st in Sunday Schools, church youth work and other similar activities. 
ras 

. Student evangelism will be emphasized during the coming year, and wil 


be abetted by a Student leaders conference in the near future. & Study 
= commission was appointed to devise better ways of helping the post~-coliege 
2 

~ group of young people through the churches. 

_ KYODAN LEADERS TO HOLD RETHEAT IN FEBRUARY Y 
A group of 80 Kyodan leaders will discuss and evaluate the conference 

on the Mission of the Church held last September at a vebrcet al Lto 

peemerebe 22-25. The agenda for the retreat will also ineludo the follow- 

ine points: 1. What are the obstaucics to COLORS AN tae Oa , which will 

GBlaworkm oo: . Guc euuttch. 2. Economic 
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Siyorve a rethinking of the itvange.ic 
problems of the hyodan. 3. Methods of 


win? 
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meetings about Social problems, fvangclical Work i> Orpiatian Aichoccs, 
hk. The Centenary Movement in the hyooan, 
KYODAN CONFERENCE RwPOhT NOW AVALL ABLE 
A complete 280 page report on the September Kyouan Conference nas ns” 


been published and is available from the “yodan ottice, price 1lo@ yt, 
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* ETHEL M. NASH TO VISIT JAPAN 


Ethel M. Nash, noted expert on Marriage and the Family, will visit 
Japan in March under the auspices of the YMCA. Mrs. Nash is at present 
teaching in the Department of Sociology of the University of North Carolina, 
@nd is also acting as Marriage Counselor on the staff there. A graduate 


' of the University of Liverpool, she has worked under Dr. Frances Ilg at the 


mate “Clinic” of Child Development . served as child psychologist to the 

Toronto City Schools, and as a Lecturer for the Association for Family 
Living in Chicago. she has’written numerous pamphlets and articles including 
WWith This Ring" (Associated Press). 


2 During this coming summer she will be a delegate to the Second 

> Conference on Family Problems at the Ecumetiical Institute in Switzerland. 
» Mrs. Nash will be accompanied by her husband on her trip to Japan. They 
s were married in 1933 and have 2 sons. 


While she is in Japan, Mrs. Nash will work with the NCC Family Movement 
Commission as well as with the YMCA. 


MAYER MEMORIAL CHURCH DEDICATED 


The Mayer Memorial Church in Adachi-ku was dedicated on Feb. @. Tho 
enurch is in the midst of one of the worst slum areas in Tokyo, but Christi: 
work there has been making a steady impression on the aren, so that the 
atmosphere on the street around the church is gradually imprevine. Althou 
the district abounds with juvenile delinquents, the Church Sunday School 
boys and girls are busy raising money to help build a kindergarten buildin 


ie church itself was build-as a result of a $6,600 grant from the 
Evangelical United Brethren Board, and was named oy honor of Dr. Paul 3. 
Mayer, an EUB missionary who has been working in Japan since 190%. 


JAPAN REPRESENTATIVES ALLEND WORLD ANGLICAN CHURCH CONFERENCE 


About 30 representatives from Japan will attend the Pan American 
Congress of the World Anglican Church to be help in Minneapolis, Minn. fro 
Aug. 4-13. The Congress, which is held once every 5 years, will discuss 


especially the Japanese Episcopal Church program this year. 


NOC PREPARING HISTORY OF PROTESTANT CHRISTIANITY IN JAPAN 
A special publishing commission with Tsur.kieYano, funeral sceretary Ox 
the Christian Education Association as chairmen has been organized by the 
NeGeco prepare a history of Protestant Christianity in Japan for the 
Gentenary celebration. The history, which will, attompt to point up the 
Pelavion of Japanese Christianity to the Wor!) Movement and ibs nlves in 
Moe etory, will built around the followiue propesed ocutlinc. — Th 
Committee will be composed of experts in the Picld ol Ghrisatien } 


erst; Nay Rao ye chia 
eerery, 2. Outline of Uhristian History in Japen, 3. Development 2 
Christian knowledge during the Tokugawa ea, 4. How openine the country as 
the end of the Tokugawa permitted Protestant Christianit: to enter dJrpaa, 
Dupune Policy of the Government towsrd Christianity during its yee days, | 
6. Characteristic features of the Christian church in Japad Wtypiends Aape ot; 
of Japanese theology), 7. the significance of Christian a Geike Aan ae the 
4 


Meijivera. 8. Formation of Modern Japan and Christianity, 9. the Mictoride? 
Meaning of Christian education during the Meiji cra, LO. Modern Sitancia: 
and Christianity, 11. Historical function of Christian Ses: 
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